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This information is to keep you informed of any changes in policies and procedures and of new 

communication originating from the state office this month.  
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SFA Priority Information 

 

SFSP Clarification Issued 
A revised SFSP Clarification of Federal Policy, Sharing Eligibility and Summary Information, 

has been released. The previous version of this policy clarification, titled Sharing Income 

Eligibility Information (Policy Alert SFSP 2010-13) (dated September 10, 2010), has been 

archived. You can access the revised policy on SquareMeals.org at 

http://www.squaremeals.org/Programs/SummerFeedingPrograms/SummerFeedingPolicyamp;Ha

ndbooks.aspx under SFSP Policy - Current.   

 

We have also released revised Shared Eligibility Form. The previous version of this form, titled 

Shared Income Eligibility Documentation (dated January 2009), has been archived for SFSP. 

You can access the revised form on SquareMeals at 

http://www.squaremeals.org/Programs/SummerFeedingPrograms/SummerFeedingAdministratio

namp;Forms.aspx in the SFSP Forms table.   

 

Eligibility Clarifications 
Clarifications on Eligibility 

In response to questions regarding foster and state-funded early childhood program participation 

the Administrator’s Reference Manual is in the process of being updated to reflect the following 

guidance. 

 

http://www.squaremeals.org/Programs/SummerFeedingPrograms/SummerFeedingPolicyamp;Handbooks.aspx
http://www.squaremeals.org/Programs/SummerFeedingPrograms/SummerFeedingPolicyamp;Handbooks.aspx
http://www.squaremeals.org/Programs/SummerFeedingPrograms/SummerFeedingAdministrationamp;Forms.aspx
http://www.squaremeals.org/Programs/SummerFeedingPrograms/SummerFeedingAdministrationamp;Forms.aspx


Identification of Foster Child 

A foster child lives in a household but remains the legal responsibility of the Texas Department 

of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) or a court. In these cases, a child is placed with a 

foster family or relatives through a formal arrangement by a court or the state, and the state 

retains legal custody of the child.  

 

The key factor in determining whether a child has been adopted or placed in foster care is the 

identification of who has legal responsibility for the child. If DFPS or the court continues to have 

legal responsibility for the child, the student is a foster child who is categorically eligible for free 

meals, regardless of the financial circumstances of the family with whom he/she has been placed. 

 

There are two methods to directly certify the eligibility of a foster child without an application:  

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) Placement Authorization Form 

2085 or eligibility information provided by the appropriate DFPS office. When DFPS began 

issuing Form 2085, they added the letters FC to the form number—2085FC. DFPS now adds 

other letters after the form number to indicate other types of state-sponsored foster care. Forms 

with the additional letters are acceptable documentation. 

 

Identification of Foster Child in Kinship Care 

Also known as formal kinship care or public kinship care, Foster Kinship Care refers to cases in 

which a child is placed in the custody of the state by a judge. DFPS then places the child with 

relatives. In these situations, DFPS, acting on behalf of the state, has legal custody and must 

answer to the court, but the relatives have physical custody. DFPS is responsible for ensuring 

that the child receives medical care and attends school. In kinship foster care the child’s relative 

caregivers have rights and responsibilities similar to those of nonrelative foster parents. In these 

cases, the student is categorically eligible for free meals.  

 

State-Sponsored Early Childhood Programs, Including Indian Tribal Organization (ITO) 

Programs 

For state-funded pre-kindergarten programs to be comparable to Head Start programs, they must 

have the same eligibility criteria as a Head Start program: (1) income or categorical eligibility 

criteria which are identical to, or more stringent than, the Head Start Program and (2) eligibility 

certification that lasts no more than a 12 month period of time. Additionally, the program must 

be able to be able to differentiate between children receiving state or Indian Tribal Organization 

(ITO) funding and children participating in the program whose eligibility is based on criteria that 

are not comparable to Head Start Program criteria.  

 

If the eligibility criteria for the state-funded pre-kindergarten program allow the same enrollment 

participation as a Head Start program, all the participants of a state-funded  pre-kindergarten 

program are categorically eligible for free meals in NSLP or SBP. If the eligibility criteria for the 

state-funded pre-kindergarten program do not allow the same enrollment participation as a Head 

Start program, student eligibility for NSLP or SBP is determined by income or categorical 

program participation. 

 

Effectiveness Date of Eligibility 



In 2014, USDA announced new options for assigning the effectiveness date for eligibility for 

income based applications and categorical eligibility.  

 

Income Application—The new effectiveness date option for income applications allows the CE 

to assign the date the complete application was received as the effectiveness date instead of the 

date of approval. If a contracting entity (CE) chooses this option, it should quickly screen 

applications for completeness, so the earliest possible effectiveness date applies.  

 

Categorical Eligibility—The effectiveness date option for categorical eligibility allows the CE to 

assign the effectiveness as the date the categorical eligibility was awarded (60 calendar day 

claiming rule applies).  

 

If a CE chooses to adopt one or both of the new options, it must indicate the option(s) in 

Question 5A and/or Question 5B in an updated Attachment B.  

 

For additional information on these options, see the Administrator’s Reference Manual, Section 

4, Determining Eligibility. 

 

Webinar 
Achieve Dual Recognition with USDA, Alliance for a Healthier Generation  
October 7, 2015  

1 – 2 p.m. CST 

USDA/FNS HealthierUS School Challenge: Smarter Lunchrooms and Alliance for a Healthier 

Generation's Healthy Schools Program have come together to make it easier for schools to earn 

not just one, but two awards. Join the USDA and the Alliance for an interactive overview of the 

process of earning dual recognition based on the latest criteria. Learn tips for success and join the 

growing list of schools across the nation that are being recognized for their outstanding 

accomplishments and the impact they are having on the lives of students, staff, and in the 

community. 

All attendees are required to register online for this event. Please use the link below to register in 

our Training Center. If you do not have an account, you will be prompted to create one.  

  

Link to the Event: Achieve Dual Recognition with USDA and the Alliance for a Healthier 

Generation 

Click the link above, log-in and select the blue register button.  

 

 

Summer Food Service Program 
Newsletters Available 
Every month, USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service creates newsletters highlighting new 

resources available to assist with expansion of the Summer Meal Programs, including the 

Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the Seamless Summer Option (SSO) of the National 

School Lunch Program (NSLP). The October Newsletters are now available for sponsors online 

at http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-meal-newsletters.  

https://schools.healthiergeneration.org/tools__resources/training_opportunities/training_center/?_action=&link=%252fDeepLink%252fProcessRedirect.aspx%253fmodule%253dlodetails%2526lo%253d6f6454f0-14a2-4a70-babd-af5d7a8abc7e
https://schools.healthiergeneration.org/tools__resources/training_opportunities/training_center/?_action=&link=%252fDeepLink%252fProcessRedirect.aspx%253fmodule%253dlodetails%2526lo%253d6f6454f0-14a2-4a70-babd-af5d7a8abc7e
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-meal-newsletters


 

Farm to School Update 
Commissioner Miller Launches Statewide Farm Fresh Fridays Initiative 
On Friday, September 25, Commissioner Miller formally launched the Farm Fresh Fridays 

initiative, which offers a way to help students develop connections to local food, farmers and 

ranchers while adding local flavor to school menus and teaching students about Texas 

agriculture. 

 

Watch this video to learn more about Farm Fresh Fridays. 

 

The Local Products Challenge is a great way to get started with Farm Fresh Fridays! TDA is 

challenging schools to use more Texas products in cafeteria meals served throughout October. 

Encourage schools in your region to sign up for this year’s Local Products Challenge today! 

 

Local Products Challenge participants will receive Farm Fresh Fridays materials to help with 

celebrations: 

 student incentive stickers 

 buttons for cafeteria team members to proudly show support for local products in 

schools 

 static clings to identify local products on the cafeteria line 

Farm Fresh Fridays Celebrations can sustain student engagement. Download an activity 

inspiration resource to help plan local Farm Fresh Fridays celebration. 

 

Go here to take the Local Products Challenge! 

 

NEW! Online Farm to School Training Available 
This training is intended for school nutrition program team members and others who are 

interested in bringing farm to school to their districts or campuses. Information presented during 

this training is introductory in nature and will lay the groundwork for future training and 

discussions about farm to school activities. The training is available online, here. 

 

NEW! Procuring Local Foods for Child Nutrition Programs 
USDA has released an updated guide that covers the basics of procurement. Find out how to 

define local, where to find local products, and how schools can purchase locally in accordance 

with regulations. Plus, the guide provides sample solicitation language, detailed geographic 

preference examples and helpful resources.  

 

Subscribe to Farm to School E-Harvest 
The latest E-Harvest Newsletter was sent out this week. The newsletter provides a monthly 

update on farm to school and includes resources such as funding opportunities, a schedule of 

upcoming trainings and webinars, and more. Archive issues of the E-Harvest are available here. 

Subscribe today! 

http://www.texasagriculture.gov/Home/HealthyLiving/FarmFreshFridays/About.aspx
http://www.farmfreshfriday.org/
http://www.squaremeals.org/FandNResources/TexasFarmFresh/LocalProductsChallenge.aspx
http://www.squaremeals.org/FandNResources/TexasFarmFresh/LocalProductsChallenge.aspx
http://www.squaremeals.org/FandNResources/TexasFarmFresh/LocalProductsChallenge.aspx
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/LocalProductsChallenge
http://www.squaremeals.org/FandNResources/TexasFarmFresh/TexasFarmFreshTraining.aspx
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/f2s/F2S_Procuring_Local_Foods_Child_Nutrition_Prog_Guide.pdf
http://www.squaremeals.org/FandNResources/TexasFarmFresh/EnewsletterArchive.aspx
http://www.texasagriculture.gov/NewsEvents/SubscribetoPublications.aspx
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